The Parish of St. Mary and St. Jude

P.O. Box 105, Northeast Harbor, Maine 04662 e Tel: 207-276-5588 ¢ Fax: 3220 ¢ e-mail:ssmaryjudemdi@gmail.com

St Mary and St Jude - Priest Search

January 26, 2026
To whom it may concern:

The Parish of Saint Mary and Saint Jude is seeking applicants to find the next
Priest of our parish, and we are delighted that you are interested in our search.
Our facilities, which are located on Mount Desert Island on the coast of Maine
include 3 beautiful and distinctive churches and a rectory. Saint Mary’s By-the-
Sea is a large stone church located in Northeast Harbor that hosts weekly
church services year-round. Saint Mary’s Winter Chapel is also located in
Northeast Harbor, beside our 5,000 sq ft rectory, and is home to smaller ser-
vices and ceremonies, as well as our fellowship hall and parish office. St Mary
consists of a small but devoted year-round congregation of approximately 45
people in the winter which grows to two services with a total of 104 in the
summertime. Saint Jude is in the neighboring town of Seal Harbor and is open
for summer services in July and August. Saint Jude is supported with an ex-
isting additional Priest and has one service which attracts and average of 89
people per service. As our mission statement expresses, we strive to be a spir-
itual home for all generations, engaged in the mission of God’s love in the
world.

The communities of Mount Desert Island are proud of their history and tradi-
tions. Members of our community, many of whom have long connections to
this island and its community, are eager to make the most of whatever time we
have together each year — whether it is a few weeks, a month, or all year
round. Summers can be exciting as the longer days, and arrival of old friends
conspire to add just one more gathering to a calendar that is already close to
bursting. As the cool air moves in around mid-October, those fortunate



enough to stay begin to exhale, slow down, and look forward to the arrival of the
quiet winter months. While our proximity to the ocean helps to moderate the
winter temperatures, there are more than a handful of cold, snowy, and — yes —
icy days before things begin to thaw in late March, and preparations for another
exciting summer begin.

In addition to our year-round and summer communities, Mount Desert Island is
home to Acadia National Park and attracts about 4 million visitors a year. Serving
as Priest of such a unique congregation has unique complexities. Applicants
should seek to understand the very seasonal nature of life in Northeast Harbor,
and we encourage you to ask as many questions as

will help to that end. You can find more information about our parish, our out-
reach efforts, and our beautiful location elsewhere on this website.

With warm regards,

The Saint Mary and Saint Jude Search Committee
Roger Loney, Chair Kate Ellis, Vice Chair

Aldo Andrizola

Katie Bell

Chad Bucklin

Alix Dianna

John Favour

Steve Krause

Ned Nalle



Our Search Team Prayer

Our Father, we pray for your guidance as we search for a rector for the Parish of St.
Mary & St. Jude -- our spiritual home for all generations, engaged in the mission of
God'’s love for the world.

Create for us a place of calm, trust, respect, and listening— a safe haven enabling us to
speak freely and engage fully, as we deliberate.

In this search, we require the qualities of patience, fairness, and openness — not only
with each other, but with those who apply for this position.

Remove prejudices from our hearts and replace them with understanding and compas-
sion.

If we should experience discord, direct us with your wisdom and love.

Show us your choice of the priest we need for our parish family and the community that
surrounds us.

Grant us courage and conviction and make us ever mindful of the importance of pursu-
ing this mission with grace, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

Clergy Application Instructions: https://episcopalmaine.org/resources/clergy-
applications



